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ther activities on the part of the expeditionary party,
In the autumn of 1909 I worked out such a plan for an expedition to the South Pole, and came very near embarking in the enterprise, desisting only because of certain physical and meteorological difficulties which were found in the way. The Arctic and Antarctic regions are not at all similar. In the far north we have an ocean covered with a sheet of ice, more or less broken up, rarely still, and its surface quite rough. The winds are not very strong, and are exceedingly variable in direction. The cold is not an obstacle to the employment of an airship, the summer temperature closely approximating the freezing point in the shade.
But in the Antarctic regions conditions are quite dissimilar. There is found a great continent, presumably millions of miles in area. This continent is glaciated, like Greenland and other Arctic lands. That is, it is covered by huge masses of eternal ice, the mountains being sheathed with it and the valleys filled with glaciers. The cold is greater in the Antarctic than in the Arctic, on account of the presence of this great glaciated continent, and the altitude above the sea. The South Pole, we know from Shack-leton's admirable journey, is situated upon a great ice-plateau eight to ten thousand feet above